Alexion Shareholders Approve Acquisition by AstraZeneca
May 11, 2021
BOSTON--(BUSINESS WIRE)--May 11, 2021-- Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (NASDAQ:ALXN) today announced that its shareholders have voted to
adopt and approve the previously announced agreement to be acquired by AstraZeneca at a special meeting of shareholders held today.
Ludwig Hantson, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer, Alexion, said: “We’re very pleased with today’s affirmative shareholder vote, which brings us one step
closer to completing a transaction that will accelerate the combined company’s ability to develop and provide access to life-changing medicines for
patients with rare and devastating diseases around the world.”
Subject to receipt of additional regulatory clearances, the acquisition is expected to close in the third quarter of 2021.
About Alexion
Alexion is a global biopharmaceutical company focused on serving patients and families affected by rare diseases and devastating conditions through
the discovery, development and commercialization of life-changing medicines. As a leader in rare diseases for more than 25 years, Alexion has
developed and commercializes two approved complement inhibitors to treat patients with paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria (PNH) and atypical
hemolytic uremic syndrome (aHUS), as well as the first and only approved complement inhibitor to treat anti-acetylcholine receptor (AchR) antibodypositive generalized myasthenia gravis (gMG) and neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder (NMOSD). Alexion also has two highly innovative enzyme
replacement therapies for patients with life-threatening and ultra-rare metabolic disorders, hypophosphatasia (HPP) and lysosomal acid lipase
deficiency (LAL-D) as well as the first and only approved Factor Xa inhibitor reversal agent. In addition, the company is developing several mid-tolate-stage therapies, including a copper-binding agent for Wilson disease, an anti-neonatal Fc receptor (FcRn) antibody for rare Immunoglobulin G
(IgG)-mediated diseases and an oral Factor D inhibitor as well as several early-stage therapies, including one for light chain (AL) amyloidosis, a
second oral Factor D inhibitor and a third complement inhibitor. Alexion focuses its research efforts on novel molecules and targets in the complement
cascade and its development efforts on the core therapeutic areas of hematology, nephrology, neurology, metabolic disorders, cardiology and
ophthalmology. Headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts, Alexion has offices around the globe and serves patients in more than 50 countries. This
press release and further information about Alexion can be found at: www.alexion.com.
[ALXN-G]
Forward-Looking Statement
This communication contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section
21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. You can generally identify forward-looking statements by the use of forward-looking
terminology such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “continue,” “could,” “estimate,” “expect,” “explore,” “evaluate,” “intend,” “may,” “might,” “plan,” “potential,”
“predict,” “project,” “seek,” “should,” or “will,” or the negative thereof or other variations thereon or comparable terminology. These forward-looking
statements are only predictions and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties, many of which are beyond Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s
control. Statements in this communication regarding Alexion, AstraZeneca and the combined company that are forward-looking, including anticipated
benefits of the proposed transaction, the impact of the proposed transaction on Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s businesses and future financial and
operating results, the amount and timing of synergies from the proposed transaction, the terms and scope of the expected financing for the proposed
transaction, the aggregate amount of indebtedness of the combined company following the closing of the proposed transaction, are based on
management’s estimates, assumptions and projections, and are subject to significant uncertainties and other factors, many of which are beyond
Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s control. These factors include, among other things, market factors, competitive product development and approvals,
pricing controls and pressures (including changes in rules and practices of managed care groups and institutional and governmental purchasers),
economic conditions such as interest rate and currency exchange rate fluctuations, judicial decisions, claims and concerns that may arise regarding
the safety and efficacy of in-line products and product candidates, changes to wholesaler inventory levels, variability in data provided by third parties,
changes in, and interpretation of, governmental regulations and legislation affecting domestic or foreign operations, including tax obligations, changes
to business or tax planning strategies, difficulties and delays in product development, manufacturing or sales including any potential future recalls,
patent positions and the ultimate outcome of any litigation matter. Additional information concerning these risks, uncertainties and assumptions can be
found in Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s respective filings with the SEC, including the risk factors discussed in Alexion’s most recent Annual Report on
Form 10-K, as updated by its Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, in AstraZeneca’s most recent Annual Report on Form 20-F and in each company’s
future filings with the SEC. Important risk factors could cause actual future results and other future events to differ materially from those currently
estimated by management, including, but not limited to, the risks that: a condition to the closing the proposed acquisition may not be satisfied; a
regulatory approval that may be required for the proposed acquisition is delayed, is not obtained or is obtained subject to conditions that are not
anticipated; AstraZeneca is unable to achieve the synergies and value creation contemplated by the proposed acquisition; AstraZeneca is unable to
promptly and effectively integrate Alexion’s businesses; management’s time and attention is diverted on transaction related issues; disruption from the
transaction makes it more difficult to maintain business, contractual and operational relationships; the credit ratings of the combined company declines
following the proposed acquisition; legal proceedings are instituted against Alexion, AstraZeneca or the combined company; Alexion, AstraZeneca or
the combined company is unable to retain key personnel; and the announcement or the consummation of the proposed acquisition has a negative
effect on the market price of the capital stock of Alexion or AstraZeneca or on Alexion’s or AstraZeneca’s operating results. No assurances can be
given that any of the events anticipated by the forward-looking statements will transpire or occur, or if any of them do occur, what impact they will have
on the results of operations, financial condition or cash flows of Alexion or AstraZeneca. Should any risks and uncertainties develop into actual events,
these developments could have a material adverse effect on the proposed transaction and/or Alexion or AstraZeneca, AstraZeneca’s ability to
successfully complete the proposed transaction and/or realize the expected benefits from the proposed transaction. You are cautioned not to rely on
Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements are and will be based upon management’s then-current
views and assumptions regarding future events and operating performance, and are applicable only as of the dates of such statements. Neither

Alexion nor AstraZeneca assumes any duty to update or revise forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or
otherwise, as of any future date.
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